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| DD 1 Ac flouriſhed in the eighth century; 
EY: 2 N. s N val expeditions, (according to the euſtom 
of his countr men) rendered himſelf the terror of the north · 8 
ern parts of 1 After having carried on his depreda- 
tions Wich. ſucceſ s for- many years, he was at length taken 
priſoner. by Ella, King of . Narthumbezland, |, whoſe coalts: 
| he had invaded and. put to death by, bim, being (as was 
reported) caſt into a dungeon full of ſerpents. His melane:s 
choly fate ſtimulated his Son Ivar to avenge it; and on this 
coccaſion the famous ſtandard of the Raven is fad to have 
been embroidered by his ſiſters, and conſecrated with ſuch 
magic rites, as inſured victory to thoſe before whom it 
was borne. Under this ſtandard Ivar made a deſcent on 
the territories of Ella, fought with, ' vanquiſhed, and Put | 
him.to death in his turn. 


— The following Poem, if we may credit tradition, was 


compoſed by Ragnar, in his horrid place of confinement, 
It is apparent, however, that it muſt have been the work of 
ſome Scald or Bard, probably to do honour to the me- 
mory of his deceaſed King, to place before the eyes of his 
ſubjects his heroic atchievements, and urge them and his 
Son, (or Sons, according to the Poem itſelf) to revenge. 
It is preſerved by Olaus Wermius in his book de Lite- . 
ratura Runica, His is a literal tranſlation .in Latin, which 
I ſhall ſubjoin to the Engliſh Verſion. While the frequent 
return of the ſame images and expreſſions ſhews the Au - 
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Hirſatam braccam ob illam coedem 


1 | From this firſt exploit, (as the ſtory goes) Ragnar obtained his ſirname of Lodbrach 
_ or Hair-Feet. For the King of Hor alfa promiſed his dayghter Thora, to the 
| man who ſhould kill a vaſt ſerpent which waſted the ot undertook the enter- 
prize. And 9 in the ſkins of beaſts; with e tha ſfle$utermoſt, threw 
water over them ; the cold, to which he purpoſely ex fed himſelf, forming round him a 
"th ſuit (as it were) of frozen armout.: He met the ſeny whole net had ho effect on this 

- impenetrable mail, fixed him to the ground with his ſpear, and ripping him up with his 

word, tore out his heart. After the en King preſented him his daughter, and, 
on account of his rough dreſs, gave him the name above mentioned, by which he was 


from that time diſtinguiſhed. 1 n 
Olaus Magnus relates this adventure, but "ſays, he fought with, and killed two ſnakes. 
That the King had taken them when young, and bred r u py for his daugh- - 
ter; but as they increaſed in fize they became à public terror, 1666 the country. 
Such is the fabulous beginning attributed by bards and hiſtorians to the actions of Ra : 
_  Lodbrach. Such a hero could not firſt appear on the ' ſtage in the common way. St. 

= ... £ 8 and the Dragon, and Hercules ſtrangling two ſnakes, while in his cradle, natural- 
1 . ly ariſe to the mind. In more obſeure and Surly ages, the romantic hath always been mix- 
= ed with the true. The ſubſequent adventures of Ragnar, ſeem however better founded, 
and carry no marks of fable till we come to the laſt 2 when the manner of his death 

is as wonderful and incredible as his firſt appearance. ; | 
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